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95 Nerang Street
Southport 4215
P: (07) 5526 4444
F: (07) 5531 3697
W: www.healthhq.com.au
W: www.skinhq.com.au

Dr Norman Hohl

MBBS,FRACGP,FAFPHM,DTM&H,CTH
Two years in Papua New Guinea convinced me of the
imperative need for preventive medicine. After six years
in Nigeria establishing a Rural Health Program, my
emphasis is still on preventive medicine.
Dr Simon Thatcher MBBS CTHP
I have many years of experience, having worked at
The Royal Brisbane Hospital, Greenslopes Hospital
and in General Practices on the Gold Coast and
Brisbane. Special interests in family medicine,
antenatal care and chronic illness.
Dr Michael Read MBBS
After graduating from Qld university in 1983 I worked
for two years at Royal Brisbane & Prince Charles
Hospitals before taking up the position as Medical
Superintendent With Right of Private Practice in a
rural community. For twenty years I have provided all
the services to this community, including emergency
care,surgery, obstetrics and General Practice.
Dr Donna Armstrong MBBS
After graduating from University of Qld in 1986 and
working for three years at Royal Brisbane Hospital, I have
spent the last twenty years practicing as a rural general
practitioner, providing “birth to death” medicine, including
obstetrics and anaesthetics. After relocating to the Gold
Coast for family reasons, I am hoping to continue to focus
on whole patient care with a special interest in antenatal
care, women’s health and paediatrics.

Dr Neil Chorley MBBS FRACGP FACCRM FACSM
I have recently enjoyed eight challenging years as a
rural GP in western Qld. Previous to that I worked as
a GP in inner city Brisbane, Bamaga/Thursday Island,
UK, RBH Greenslopes and the Gold Coast Hospital.
Most recently I have become a Fellow in Skin Cancer
Medicine which led me to become the President of the
Australasian College of Skin Cancer Medicine.

Dr Bill Cassimatis MBBS
Dr Matthew Hasdell MBBS B.SC
Dr Rachel Wyndham MBBS
Dr Dale Fox M.B.ChB. FRACGP
Dr Danika Fietz MBBS,FRACGP,M.Med (Skin Cancer)
PRACTICE STAFF:

Kathryn (Practice Manager)
Lynne, Mirja, Kim, Kris ,Viv, Margie, Jenny, Robyn
& Kim C (RN), Brenda (AIN)
Nicky, Ilana, Dorothy, Rosalie, Heidi & Charlotte (Reception)
Tracey (Office)

SURGERY HOURS AND SERVICES:

CONSULTATIONS by appointment.
(Refer to reception for each doctors’ sessions)
Monday
8.30am–5.00pm
Tues, Wed, Frid
8.30am–5.00pm
Thursday
8.30am–7.00pm
Saturday
8.30am–12.30pm
If you need to be seen urgently or need a long
consultation, please ask when you book. Home visits
within 5km can be arranged if necessary. Please ask if
you need to speak with a Doctor. On occasions it may be
necessary to return your call later.

Know your health
Increasingly, people are being encouraged
to become active partners in the
management of their own health and care.
In order to do so, a certain level of health
literacy is required as well as adequate
access to interpretable information. The
World Health Organisation (WHO) regards
health literacy as “the degree to which
people are able to access, understand,
appraise and communicate information to
engage with the demands of different health
contexts in order to promote and maintain
good health across the life-course”. In
order to manage a variety of health issues,
particularly chronic illnesses, people must
be able to understand instructions and make
effective and informed lifestyle decisions.
Researchers in the UK carried out a study of
7857 adults aged 52 and over to investigate
the relationship between health literacy and
mortality rates. Participants were asked to
interpret an A4 sized label that contained
instructions similar to that found on the back
of an aspirin bottle and were allocated a
health literacy rating between zero (lowest)
and four based on their results. The results
revealed an association between low health

literacy and mortality. Around one third of
the participants were unable to interpret the
instructions correctly. Adults in the lowest
12.5% were more than twice as likely to
die within five years, had increased
instances of physical limitation and chronic
disease, and had a higher prevalence of
depressive symptoms.
These findings highlight the importance of
ensuring that you are adequately informed
when it comes to health.

Inside:
• Exercise for muscle aches
and pains
• Fasting your way to weight gain
• DR norman swan - a matter
of health

Exercise for muscle aches and pains
It is common to experience muscle
soreness a day or so after a hard exercise
session, especially when the muscles
have not been used for a while. This pain,
known as delayed onset muscle soreness
(DOMS), can result from a combination of
muscle damage, inflammation and activated
sensory nerves. Uncomfortable aches and
pains in muscles are often a reason for
people to skip exercising on subsequent
days, thus breaking important lifestyle
habits and regimes that are essential for
good health. While many people are quick to
resort to painkillers and analgesics to ease
muscle discomfort, a study suggests that

more exercise and/or a massage may be
the key to effective pain relief.
Researchers recruited a group of women
and had them complete a series of
shoulder shrugs on a resistance machine,
working the trapezius muscles between
the neck and shoulders. Two days later,
after reporting soreness in the muscle,
the women were divided into two groups.
The first group were given a 10 minute
therapeutic massage on one shoulder,
while the second group were asked to
repeat a single shoulder shrug exercise at
a lower intensity than the previous session.
Neither group took painkillers of any sort.

Across:
3. A common myth is that you can lose
weight engaging in what physical activity?
6. Research has shown that there may be a
link between low health literacy and what?
7. More what, is actually good for pain relief?
8. What disease is the number one cause
of death in Australia?

Down:
1. Obesity is often encouraged and
brought on by what?
2. Fish oil supplements may not be all that
helpful for your thinking and what?
4. Smaller, more frequent meals can
combat hunger-driven what?
5. What is a good method of healing
muscle soreness?
1

2
3

4
5
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8

Each of the
words can
be found in
this issue of
“Your doctor”.
Answers are
shown on
upper right
back page.

The results revealed that both the massage
and light exercise served to relieve pain for
up to two hours at a time and researchers
suggested that for sustained relief, either
method could be repeated.
This research indicates that there need
not be a gap in your exercise regime if you
are experiencing pain from the previous
day’s workout. Instead of rushing for
meds, try some light recovery exercise or
a professional massage. It’s important to
maintain a routine when it comes to exercise
and engage in behaviours that will promote
long lasting health and wellbeing.

myth vs
fact - Sex
and your
waistline
There is a widespread and popular
contention that sexual activity is a particularly
effective way to burn calories. The common
belief stands that each partner can burn
around 100-300kcal in one bout of sexual
activity, a level of expenditure roughly
equivalent to an hour’s walking at a moderate
pace. Unfortunately, research has shown
that there is no solid evidence to validate
this claim. Researchers have calculated that
a man in his early to mid 30s may expend
around 21kcal during an average six minute
session of sex.
Around one third of those calories could
be burnt by sitting on the couch watching
television, rendering the benefit of sex for
weight loss relatively negligible. When it
comes to obesity there is no quick fix, and
while sex can’t hurt your efforts to shed
kilos, there are a variety of proven methods
that are grounded in research. Keeping your
saturated fat intake to a minimum, reducing
salt intake, and ensuring you get at least 30
minutes of moderate exercise a day are all
effective ways of keeping your weight down
and maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

Method
1.

Grease a slice pan and line with
baking paper

2.

Combine muesli, cranberries, figs
s
and coconut in a large bowl

3.

Add butter, honey, peanut butter
and sugar in a saucepan over
medium heat

4.

Cook, whilst stirring, for four
to five minutes or until
mixture thickens

5.

Add to muesli mixture and stir
to combine

6.

Press mixture into the pan
and smooth over the top with
a spoon

7.

Cover and refrigerate overnight
or until set

8.

Cut into 12 bars and serve

Good Health on the Menu
Muesli bars
To avoid hunger-driven binges try this
delicious snack between meals.

Ingredients:
•

3 cups fruit muesli

•

1/4 cup chopped dried cranberries

•

1/4 cup chopped dried figs

•

1/4 cup shredded coconut

•

100g butter

•

1/3 cup honey

•

1/4 cup low fat peanut butter

•

1/3 cup brown sugar

Note: this recipe is not low in
calories so make sure you enjoy in
moderation and practice portion
control when snacking

Fasting your way to weight gain
There are a number of reasons why people
skip meals or refrain from eating for long
periods of time throughout the day. Whether it
be due to hectic schedules or crash diets it’s
not uncommon to go without food for part of
the day. While a reduced caloric intake is said
to benefit bids to lose weight, research is
emerging to suggest that hungry people tend
to make poorer decisions when choosing
food than those who aren’t food deprived.
A study at Cornell University, New York,
saw a group of students fast for 18 hours
before being offered a buffet lunch. The

buffet consisted of bread rolls, French fries,
chicken, cheese, carrots and green beans.
Close to three quarters of the students
went for the carbohydrate foods first. This
was predominately seen in the female
participants, with eight out of 10 choosing
either bread rolls or fries first. Furthermore,
for the majority of those who chose the
carbohydrates first, around 50% more food
was eaten than was by those who selected
either the proteins or vegetables.
The results corroborate the contention that
overweight and obesity are often encouraged

by hunger. Fasting then binging perpetuates
a viscous and unhealthy cycle that promotes
weight gain rather than weight loss. Healthy
snacking, and smaller more frequent meals
throughout the day is one potential strategy
to combat hunger-driven binges. See above
for a delicious snack recipe that should be
enjoyed in moderation.

Fish and krill oil supplements are really
popular because of the belief that the Omega
3 fats in them are good for all sorts of ills
from heart health to the brain. The trouble
is that while there’s no doubt that eating
fish regularly is good for you, it’s much less
certain that fish or krill oil supplements are
worth spending money on. It used to be
thought that fish oil protected against sudden
death caused by the heart, but that’s now in
doubt. Furthermore, the effect they have on
depression is not at all clear, and the results
from a study investigating the benefits of fish
oil supplementation for brain function in later
life were disappointing.
It’s been thought that eating a lot of oily fish
is very helpful for thinking and memory, and
it’s true that people who eat more fish tend to
have better brain function. But that’s different
from actually taking fish oil and seeing if it
works. The study, conducted in the UK, was
the largest ever into fish oil and the brain.
What the researchers found was that there
was no difference between the elderly people
who received the fish oil supplements and
those who took the placebo.
The problem was that the placebo group’s
thinking and memory didn’t decline at the
rate they expected. What the researchers
think is that the people in the trial were
typical of those who take fish oil in the
community; better off and well educated with
a slow rate of decline in mental capacity.
The trial suggested that if fish oil does help
the brain it’s slowly and in a very minor
way. So what’s left for fish oil? Well some
experts believe it’s good in high doses for
inflammatory arthritis like rheumatoid – but
in high doses. It’s something you need to talk
over with your doctor.

If you are suffering from depression, or have
heart disease and would like some more
information, contact the beyondblue support
service on 1300 22 4636 or download a
brochure from:

beyondblue.org.au/resources

Down: 1. Hunger; 2. Memory;

Fish oil may not be all
it’s cracked up to be

While the link between heart disease and
mental health is not yet fully understood,
contributing factors could include the toll
that the emotional anguish and fear caused
by the adverse health event can take on a
person and an inability to cope with a long
term illness. Given the prevalence of this
issue, the National Heart Foundation of
Australia has advocated routine screening
for depression in people with heart disease
at various stages throughout their journey.
The benefits of identifying the signs early
on, and thus engaging in effective and timely
treatment, are significant, both to people’s
mental and physical health.

4. Binges; 5. Massage

Heart disease is the number one cause
of death in Australia contributing to around
22,000 deaths each year. While it is critical
to consider and treat the physical side of
heart disease, research suggests that the
mental health of those who experience
adverse cardiac events such as heart attack
or bypass surgery is just as important.
Studies have shown that around 40%
of people who’ve had a heart attack or
bypass surgery experience a mild form of
depression, while up to 15% experience
more major depressive disorders.

answers to
the crossword
7. Exercise; 8. Heart

a matter of
health

did you know? Heart
disease and depression

Across: 3. Sex; 6. Mortality;

Dr Norman Swan

PRACTICE UPDATE
Valuable websites of quality information
www.travelmedicine.com.au
www.healthinsite.gov.au
www.virtualcancercentre.com
www.blackdoginstitute.com.au
www.uptodate.com/patients
Remember to have your Skin Check with Skin HQ.
Also ask about our Laser, IPL and PDT treatments.

FEE POLICY
Consults $50 gap. Welfare $35 gap
DVA bulk billed. Home Visits $70 gap.
Skin operations $120 gap, Welfare Bulk Billed.
Scripts and Referral Letters, $20.
If collected by patient bulk billed.
SATURDAY: No Concessions.
A $5 cancellation fee will be charged if 24 hours
notice isn’t given to cancel your appointment.
$55 fee for procedural appointments.
Amex & Diners Club payments will now attract a
3% surcharge.

FEEDBACK
Our goal is to provide a quality, caring service.
Therefore if you have any concerns or suggestions,
please phone or write. We genuinely wish to hear from
you. If we appear not to have satisfied your concerns,
please write to the Health Quality and Complaints
Commission, on 1800 077 308.

SERVICE
Quality caring means we do everything possible to see
you on time and provide a service that listens to and
meets your personal needs.

PRIVACY POLICY
Your medical record is a confidential document. It is the
policy of this practice to maintain security of personal
health information at all times, and to ensure that this
information is only available to authorised staff members.

VASECTOMY VENUE Phone (07) 5531 1170
www.vasectomyvenue.com.au
www.gccircumcisions.com.au

Vasectomies: See our websites or ask at
Reception for a brochure on Vasectomies.
Are you aware Dr Read performs CIRCUMCISIONS on
boys and men as well as babies?
Travel Health: The Travel Health Doctors is a member
of the Travel Medicine Alliance. Daily updates from
worldwide sources mean we can advise you accurately
and personally for your trips. We carry almost all
vaccines and other travel requirements. We will send a
detailed report back to your personal GP.
Our Travel Medicine Service exists to assist your GP in
caring for you in a specific area. We encourage you to
continue a strong relationship with your GP.
After Hours Care: Phone Chevron After
Hours on 5532 8666 after 6pm or Pindara
Emergency Centre on 5588 9000.
If you require a home visit call Chevron After Hours.
In a serious emergency Call 000.
Skin HQ welcomes Dr Danika Fietz who will
be doing skin checks Mon PM, & Wednesday.

